Dear Member(s)



Please take the time to read the following attempt to summarise the wide- ranging activities associated with HLTC. A relatively small nucleus of members devotes a considerable amount of time and effort to ensuring that we remain a thriving and active club. Perhaps as you read this you will realise that you are one of the “missing” who rarely supports club events. As autumn approaches why not resolve to participate more? 

Wirral Summer League

Division 1
Heswall A 3rd
Division 2
Heswall B 3rd

Division 3
Heswall C 7th 
Division 5
Heswall D 1st
Well done to all the players and especially the team captains – Linda Ockenden, Barbara Bloor, Chris Lee and Andy Goodwin. Next summer we would appreciate more players willing to make themselves available on Tuesday evenings throughout the 14 week season. Hopefully Tranmere will not be involved in Tuesday play offs!

Cheshire Shield

Congratulations to our mens’ Over 45 team on winning this event and to our ladies’ Over 40 team on being runners up. (I got into trouble for having previously referred to the ladies as over 45!). Heswall hosted the finals so we got the chance to see some good tennis.

Juniors

Some of our juniors have had an excellent summer and news of their successes is displayed in the clubhouse. Actually, if they have much more success, we will not be able to see out of the clubhouse windows!

Floodlights

These are available for use until 9pm from Monday to Saturday. Tokens cost £4.00 for 45 minutes.

A 12week season runs from 26th September to 16th December for pre paid foursomes. These are the members who are willing to commit to weekly winter tennis and put their money up front.

Members who wish to play on a less regular basis can do so on the remaining free courts by purchasing tokens in the Bar. There are Booking Sheets in the clubhouse for 2 weeks in advance.

Non-members may play as Visitors (i.e. a maximum of 3 times on payment of the fee of £2.00 for each visit.)

Wednesday Social Tennis 

On Wednesday 28th September the floodlights will be on from 6pm until 9.00pm especially to encourage those who have not played under the lights to have a try. All welcome!

Our Club Coach, Sue Davies, will be on hand to supervise warm up exercises and give coaching tips on the following dates from 6.15pm until 7.45pm 

Wednesday 5th October


Wednesday 2nd November

Wednesday 12th October


Wednesday 9th November.

Sue ran similar sessions on four Wednesdays in July and the members who attended found them very useful. The club is funding this initiative out of our Development Fund operated in partnership with Cheshire LTA. We would like more of our members to benefit, so do come along. 

Saturday Social Tennis

Pat Tarbuck will make you very welcome if you would like to join in this thriving part of club life. She will even give you tea and biscuits. Eddie Doyle is organising an American Tournament on Sunday 16th October. Wine is usually involved!

The Bar

We are hugely indebted to Rex Andrew for getting his head round the complex new licensing regulations. Please patronise the bar especially after your floodlit games. John Clarke would like to hear from anyone over the age of 18 willing to act as relief bartender on Wednesdays and Fridays. He will provide the necessary training. 

Clubhouse Activities

Barbara Simons continues to offer a range of dance classes for adults as well as juniors. The ballroom dancing on Thursdays looks great fun and Barbara is willing to organise lessons for other styles of dance on request.

As some of you will know, the playgroup, which has operated in the clubhouse for several decades (having originally been run by Joe and Pat Palmer), is to close in July 2006. Our coffers will miss the rental income and we are keen to find other activities appropriate to the clubhouse.

Fiona Sharpe has started a Low Impact Aerobic class on Wednesdays from 6.30pm until 7.30pm. The charge is £3.00. Why not give it a try?

As part of our Development Fund, Roger Hughes is setting up a fitness training session (Don’t panic – Roger is organising it not leading it!). Please look out for notices and sign on.

If you have ideas on other activities that could provide a rental income, don’t keep them to yourself.

Groundsman 

We have been very lucky to engage the services of John Bogin and the committee recently took the big step of inviting him to work on a full time basis. John has now taken over grounds’ maintenance/gardening and clubhouse cleaning in addition to looking after the courts. Hopefully his presence will help improve security generally as we certainly do not want a repeat of the break in we suffered in March. Can I again remind all members to be vigilant about strangers and take care to shut doors and windows? The loss of swipe cards must be reported to our membership secretary, Jane Allsop.

Membership Fees 

Jane was really disappointed this year by the large number of you who required several reminders before finally stumping up your membership dues. This involved her in a lot of extra time and hassle. Next year, if you do not have the decency to pay up promptly, we will be invoking penalties. You have been warned! If either you or your child has decided not to renew, it is courteous to write a brief letter to say so.

Talking of brief letters……….there are other aspects of club activities which time and space preclude me from mentioning. Come along to the clubhouse and find out for yourself.

Looking forward to seeing you on or around the courts this winter,  

Yours sincerely

Hon. President

